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We have had such a busy start to the
year! It has been an incredible term
with so much happening- some things
have been more challenging than
others! Lots of events and opportunities
have been organised ranging from
basketball tournament to a Young
Apprentice opportunity.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool

In This Issue

Reception have settled exceptionally well and they have
been supported very well by their buddies higher up the
school. This has been a huge success with both reception
and year 6 benefiting from supporting each
other. They have formed strong bonds and
friendships and it has been such a delight to
see how well they interact, work and play
together. We have been asking ourselves why
we never thought of doing this sooner!
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SUMMER LIBRARY CHALLENGE

Pupil A

Reads 20 minutes each day
3600 minutes in a school year
1,800,000 words

90th Percentile
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What about a pupil that
doesn’t read regularly at
home or perhaps not at all?
What are their chances of
success?

This is why, at Polegate, we place so
much importance on reading at home.
All research and studies show that
children who read every day do better
at every stage of their education. We
see it in school; the pupils that read at
home are making better progress.

Poor vocabulary at 5
years old - higher
unemployemt.

Poor readers as
adults, more mental
health issues.

Pupil B

Reads 5 minutes each day
900 minutes in a school year
282,000 words

50th Percentile

the end of Year 6
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Pupil C

Reads 1 minute each day
180 minutes in a school year

10th Percentile
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will have read
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a better vocabulary?

Which pupil

more successful in school?
_..and in life?

We are very fortunate at Polegate
school to have so many supportive
families that promote regular reading
and learning at home and this reflects
in the results our pupils achieve.

| would like to say a huge thank you to
you all. I have seen in home school
journals that you do all read regularly
with your children and record this in
the books.
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Through reading children gain a rich
vocabulary and this is so important as
the research shows. We want to give
our pupils power
and confidence
and words
give them
both.

NO LIMITS

‘Word poor’ children
are left unable to

describe their world.
The limits of vocabulary

really do prove the

limits of their world!
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The Year twos are loving the
expansion of an additional mobile to
their village as it is now called!

Learning around the school is exciting and your children

are visibly engaged with the topics.

| would to thank parents for all the support you have given
to dress up days, home learning tasks, volunteering in
school and our fundraising events.

Your efforts have not gone unnoticed and | am so

grateful for your support!

TRAFFIC AND PARKING

Traffic and parking have been a
hot topic this term causing quite a
lot of contention and anger.

| would like to thank everyone for
supporting this - parking has
improved significantly over the last few
days. It is not enjoyable for any of us to
challenge parents’ parking but that is
exactly what a number of school staff
have done because we care far too
much about your children to allow an
accident to happen. Sadly some
parents have behaved in an ignorant
way and at times have been
exceptionally rude. This is not setting
the example we expect and has been
very disappointing.

The children themselves have thrown
themselves into this topic as well. They
have been shocked and quite upset to
consider what the consequences of
parents’ actions could be. The whole
school has had a recent focus on

road safety and the Highway Code.
Across the school we have seen some
very creative advertising and
campaigning fo address this issue. |
look forward to sharing this with you
all - I think you will be very
impressed!lt is great to see how our
whole community pulls together and
the support we have had regarding the
parking has been appreciated.
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I would like to extend my thanks
to the police who have visited to
add the weight of the law to our
campaign. We are looking
forward to seeing you again soon!
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This term our school council were given
the opportunity to contribute to the
development of the playpark.

As you know it is being reduced in size as our
school expands but what the Town Council
plan to do is install exciting new play
equipment. The pupils felt the smaller space
was going to provide better equipment after
looking at the plans.

We welcome any opportunity to bring
learning to life and make learning relevant
and so | would like to thank the Town Council
for doing exactly that! They considered two
proposals and the council went away with
their thoughts and ideas.

It's a wonderful dq
Both sent to show

y if your name is Alfie!

Emily's very impressj
pressive . )
Roman shiglq me impressive writing!
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The whole school attendance is
currently 97.25% which is
brilliant to see!

Please keep this up because | have set an ambitious target
this year for the whole school of 97.5%.

Our focus over the last few years has been on increasing
the aftendance for our vulnerable groups. Our Free School
Meal pupils traditionally have a much lower attendance
that the whole school. This correlates with how well they
do. Itis no surprise to know that children who miss school
do not do as well or make as much progress.

Already a gap is showing for some of our focus
groups:

FSM 94.05%
NON-FSM 97.64%

The second group that do not attend school as
frequently as others is our pupils with special
educational needs. They already face barriers with
their learning and so to miss more school only
compounds this problem.

SEN 94.96%
NON-SEN 97.63%

ATTENDANCE

The whole school is currently at: 97.25%

RH =96% 1C =96% 4D =96%
RHi =97% 2A =98% 5W =97%
RV =98% 2M =97% 5GD =97%
B =98% 3M =95% O6M =98%
Y =97% 3B =99% 6R =98%

You can see in the chart below the reasons why children
have taken time off school already. It is quite shocking to
see that after a 6 week holiday some families have already
made the decision to take their children out of school for yet
another holiday! | wonder what parents would say if
teachers decided to do the same?

37.7%

Family Holiday (not agreed) 34.5%

1V 3$/A Unauthorised Absence

[0y Medical/Dental Appointment

| appreciate it is not always easy but please try to make
appointments outside of the school day where you can.
Most of the time dentists will be very accommodating and
find these slots for you.

lliness

Ceryn and her hom
lava lamp invention! we lik

e-learning task! A glittery

e it very much!
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ATTENDANCE INITIATIVES

Termly prize for the class with the highest attendance.
This is fo recognise a team effort regarding attendance.
Classes chose the reward for themselves and in the past
they have chosen: roller skate disco, cinema, Forest School
to name just a few!

Termly prize for individual children that have had 100% for
that term. There are lots of goodies such as notepads, mini
torches, highlighters, mini pencil cases and a certificate. If a
child doesn't win a prize one term then they have a chance
the following term. The children love this incentive.

Each week we celebrate the classes with the highest
attendance and they get a certificate to proudly display in
class.

BIG ATTENDANCE PRIZE

At the end of the year there is the BIG ATTENDANCE
PRIZE which recognises EVERY child that has reached our
school target 97.5% or more with a prize draw. Every child
that reaches this is entered into a draw to win a brand new
bike of their choice!

This keeps the incentive to reach the target throughout the year.

What type of bike would you pick?

Please note that if your child has attended a hospital
consultation their official attendance is affected, they will
miss a session if they are not in school for morning
registration or affernoon we recognise this is unavoidable
and in these circumstances and provided parents pop in
and tell Kerry the child will still be eligible for the incentives.
Due to the size of our school we do rely on parents to
remind Kerry just before the last week because our
computer system will not separate attendance in this way
when we generate the reports we need.

I've noticed the queue to
the office growing recently.

The office is exceptionally busy during
the morning and at the end of the day.
Please remember we do have a post

box by the side of the office which
does geft emptied every day, feel free
to write messages down and pop
them into the post box.

This alleviates the need to speak to

office staff or TAs on duty which then
gives them an extra job to do and of
course there is the danger that a
verbal message can be forgotten. You
are also welcome to email in.

FOOTBALL HOLIDAY CLUB

Football holiday camp during October half term.

The session is for children aged 6 - 12 and is being held at
Little Horsted School, Uckfield, TN22 5TS on October 22nd
from 10.00am to 3.00pm and is £15.00 per child.

The session will be run by lan Dove from ICON player
development centre / South East Multi Sports and will be
assisted by highly experienced and qualified coaches.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool

How to Book

If you would like your child to attend please follow the link
below and fill out at the google form:

https://goo.gl/forms/UxfqTmhAnTcVbi3t

If you have any questions email lan Dove:
lan.Dove@southeastmultisports.co.uk .
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NEW

TEACHER
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9 Enterprise apprentices have just
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We welcome
Roberta Sutton our
new Year 5 teacher.

Since qualifying as a teacher 20
years ago, |'ve enjoyed adventures
both in and out of education!

Having lived and worked in New
Zealand, Australia, Canada and
the US, from coaching swimming to
managing restaurants, kayaking to
half-marathon running, | like fo
think I'm making the most of my
time on our precious planet.

Now happily nesting in Bexhill,
despite roots in London, you're
more likely o find me tending our
bee-friendly glade, walking the
hound in the woods or driving my
husband batty as | learn to play the
harmonica.

That said, | am thoroughly looking
forward to joining the Polegate
team next term, hoping fo put
something of a Sutton spin on

things in Year 5.

Class 5W will become 5S

www.polegateschool.co.uk



EASTBOURNE BASKETBALL

We came first in the
Eastbourne Basketball
Tournament!

Year 2 Basketball Festival was held at
Stafford School. Our young team did
really well and finished in 1st place!

Tyler Sims was so inspired by the event
he wrote an explanation for the
newsletter!

It is always lovely to get \ 6;.\»\«" oarked Xo 24

feedback from parents, \ sk e onetly

friends and family. We ngerrest 1T ofesnoo

AN

welcome feedback both on WL o S %‘\W,

positive and negative. | el done L ' u‘;‘
received a lovely letter from N o skl A

a grandmother in school s D e B :A%g M =R Joter™
after she watched a recent HENTA e BTN CEN

assembly. RS WREN S
Well done Year 6! ama 20X
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The competition that ran throughout
the summer was a big success.

We were thrilled to see how many children took
up the challenge to write at least 3 pieces in
their writing journal. Images, photos, prompts
and even some of my adventures on holiday
were shared on Twitter giving some inspiration
to writing tasks.

We drew the winning writer out of the hat this
term, congratulations Cody Evenden who won a
basket full of Smiggles goodies!

The writing journals are such a special book
and it is really clear that pupils are taking such a
pride in these journals. | think you will agree
they look stunning. They are celebrated across
the school on displays and in the classrooms.
Something for the children to treasure for years
fo come!

well done Cody!
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OUR YOUNG SPORTS LEADERS

A group of our Year 5 Sports Leaders went for training at Hailsham Community College where
they took part in a variety of activities to encourage healthy, active lifestyles..

fition.
inting for poetry compet
T?\(::e p?)ems will look incredible!

2M's fantastic poefry for the

competition!
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You can read all the previous
newsletters on our website.

¢ Polegate Feedback

SCHOOL
Polegate School We'd love to hear your feedback and
Oakleaf Drive any new ideas you have. Please send
Polegate us your thoughts via the contact us

East Sussex BN26 6PT
Tel: 01323 482404

Email: info@polegateschool.co.uk WWW. p0|eg°teSChOOI.CO.Uk

page on the school website:

Designed by Proworx : : www.proworx.co.uk
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YOUNG
‘Y MUSIC
MAKERS
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If your child is 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 years old then Through a wide range of activities, including
come to our Saturday morning sessions at games, songs, music and movement and
your local Area Music Centre. percussion chidren develop aural awareness,

co-ordination, memory, spatial awareness

S 1 U B LGE Ll el (L and concentration in addition to musical skills.

in Crowborough, Eastbourne, Lewes

and Hastings. Apply online!

eastsussex.gov.uk/music-centres

£5 registration fee
(Concessionary fees available)
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