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At last it feels as though the days are
drawing out and we are beginning to
have slightly better weather.  The
children have thoroughly enjoyed lots of
dry, sunny playtimes! 

As always this newsletter is packed with exciting events and

achievements. The children never fail to amaze me with

their enthusiasm and creativity. 

I wish you all a restful half term break. I am sure term 4 will

be busy as always!

Well that was a short but fun filled term packed with
a wealth of exciting learning opportunities!
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On the last day of
Term 2 before the
Christmas break,
due to the snow, we
were unable to walk
to the local post box
and post our letters
to Santa. 

Luckily, Santa came to us! We
were excited to be the first class
in the whole school to use our
brand new VR headsets.

We were able to explore lots of
different settings including a
sleigh ride with Santa himself
and a walk around Santa’s
grotto. The children absolutely
loved it!

YEAR 2 – VR
10th February

2C Class Assembly

10th February
Last Day of Term

13th-17th February
Half Term

20th February
INSET Day

21st February
Start of Term 4

3rd March
World Book Day

3rd March
4AD Class Assembly

10th March 
1G Class Assembly

13th March
‘Let’s Dance’ at

Congress Theatre

17th March
3T Class Assembly

24th March
RH Class Assembly

31st March
3GJ Class Assembly

3rd-14th April
Half term

17th April
INSET Day

18th April
Term 5 Start

26th-28th April
Year 5 Hindleap Warren

Residential Trip

DIARY DATES
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This term, Reception have been learning about our
community and people who help us in our local area.
We have had amazing visits from professionals who help us. The nurse taught
us how to bandage, we had our fingerprints taken by the police and even got to
sit in a police van! We have learnt so much from all of these professionals and
have enjoyed our topic so much! 

Miss Regan has shared
her baby news! Baby

Lilah was born just before
Christmas. We wish Miss
Regan and her beautiful

family all the best. 

Miss Hayes and Mrs
Barden are both

expecting their first child!

Exciting times ahead. 

BABY NEWSRECEPTION
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POLITE REMINDER 
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Forest School has been rather
cold this term. The cold
conditions have allowed the
children the opportunity to
explore the wildlife garden in a
range of different context. 

Much fun was had in the mud!!
Look at those faces!

Before and After school
please do not allow children
to use any school equipment.
The children’s gym on the Key
Stage 2 playground is only to
be used during the school
day. Please do not allow
toddlers or school pupils to
use this equipment as it is a
health and safety risk. 

On a similar theme - The school bike
shed was kindly donated by the PFA
after raising £8000. Please do not
allow children to run at, jump on or hit
this valuable store. More and more
children are biking or scooting to
school and they need a secure, dry
place to store these.

Thank you for your ongoing
support.

FOREST SCHOOL

10th February
2023

LAST DAY
OF TERM

Diary Dates
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ART PROJECT
YEAR 5&6

54 children across Year 5 and Year
6 participated recently in an
exciting art project.
In November the children had the opportunity to visit the De
La Warr Pavilion to view Zineb Sedira’s exhibition. The
children thoroughly enjoyed their day and returned to
school full of enthusiasm. On Tuesday 24th January and
Wednesday 25th January the children used this enthusiasm
to work with two artists on their creations. The work was
based on the theme of ‘belonging’ and covered themes
such as migration, culture, diversity and travel.

The outcomes were incredible with all
children displaying a real sense of pride 
in their achievements.  
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NUMBERS DAY

Numbers Day on Friday 4th
February was a huge
success at Polegate.
The day obviously included PLENTY of
maths!! Pupils across the school put so
much effort into their fantastic costumes
and made it so tricky for teachers to
choose winners from each class. Well
done to all our well-deserved winners
and super mathematicians! 
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POLEGATE PARLIAMENT 

Polegate Parliament recently
discussed the opportunity to
include further learning about
money and financing in the
curriculum.

They completed a survey and
discussed the benefits of participating
in the National My Money Week
initiative. They all agreed that this would
be brilliant opportunity. More
information will follow closer to the
date. 

They completed a survey and
discussed the benefits of participating
in the National My Money Week
initiative. They all agreed that this would
be brilliant opportunity. More
information will follow closer to the
date. 

MY MONEY WEEK
12-16TH JUNE 2023
My Money Week is a national activity
week for primary and secondary
schools that provides a fantastic
opportunity for young people to gain
the skills, knowledge and confidence
in money matters to thrive in society.
It’s the highest profile and most
recognised personal finance
education initiative in England.

MY MONEY SCHOOL COUNCIL SURVEY

Polegate Newsletter February 2023 AW.qxp_Layout 1  09/02/2023  19:23  Page 7



LATEST
ATTENDANCE

FIGURES
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Since it was first celebrated in
the UK and Ireland over 25 years
ago, the day has grown to
become an essential calendar
fixture and one that is thoroughly
enjoyed here at Polegate. 

It provides a fantastic opportunity to
focus on reading for pleasure,
supporting children's autonomy in
book choice, and embedding a habit
of reading that brings a wide range of
benefits. 

On World Book Day, every child in full-
time education is given a voucher to
spend on whatever book they want,
with the hopes of encouraging kids to
read more. Reading more will help to
improve their vocabulary while learning
new information, and enhancing their
creativity in the process! 

More details to follow but there will be
opportunity to dress up- the theme for
this is yet to be decided!

Reading for pleasure is the biggest
indicator of a child’s future success –
more than their family circumstances,
their parents’ educational background
or their income.

This year, World Book Day is taking place here at
Polegate on Friday 3rd March 2023 and the

emphasis is on making it YOUR World Book Day. 

ATTENDANCE

RH        95.1%
RG        94.5%
RB        96.2%
1B         94.8%
1S         95.8%
1G         96.2%
2R        96.4%
2S         96.5%
2C        97.3%
3L         94.2%
3T         94.4%
3GJ      95.4%
4JD       91.2%
4AD      96.9%
4H        96.5%
5M       95.8%
5K        95%
5T         95.5%
6M       96%
6MU     96%
6W       95.6%

What a healthy bunch of children we have. Autumn term
FFT attendance award goes to… Polegate School 

WORLD BOOK DAY

Polegate Newsletter February 2023 AW.qxp_Layout 1  09/02/2023  19:23  Page 8



Eco club have met weekly this term and
planned and delivered new initiatives looking
after the school and wider community. 

Have a look at their amazing achievements…
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Each week we picked litter

inside and outside of school,

we were always amazed at

how much we found!

Enjoying our last

week with a hot

chocolate to

celebrate our hard

work! 

We made bird

feeders to help

give the birds

some food
during this

cold winter!

ECO CLUB

E-SAFETY
HELP KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFER ONLINE

With Family Link, you decide what’s best for your family. Easy to use
tools allow you to understand how your child is spending time on
their device, share location, manage privacy settings, and more.

Family Link from Google

Family Safety & Parental Control Tools (families.google)
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HELP KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFER ONLINE
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HELP KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFER ONLINE

11 www.polegateschool.co.ukFollow us on Twitter @polegateschool

Polegate Newsletter February 2023 AW.qxp_Layout 1  09/02/2023  19:23  Page 11



12Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool www.polegateschool.co.uk

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 

As always this term saw many sporting
events for Polegate pupils. The children
participated in football, hockey,
swimming, cricket, the list could go on.

Much fun
was had and
new sports

experienced. 
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KEEPING OUR PUPILS SAFE 

The mornings are significantly
calmer and safer with the
staggered drop off times
however afternoon pick up still
needs some improvement.

We have been asked to patrol outside
school with the school council but in
the afternoon children are learning
and teachers teaching please respect
children’s right to a full day’s education
and park legally.

A few reminders to ensure we
continue to protect everyone-

What can you do to help keep
everyone safe around the school
gates?

Please don’t: 

• Block the road - emergency vehicles
and other traffic may need access 

• Park on yellow lines, zig-zags or
block the school entrance 

• Park on the pavement, across
dropped kerbs or residents’
driveways 

• Park opposite or within 10 metres of
a junction § Park where you will
cause inconvenience to other road
users 

• Leave your vehicle with the engine
still running  

• Stop in the middle of the road to
drop your child off, even for a few
seconds

Big Wheel and Walk
Once again we will be participating in
the Big Wheel and Walk. Walking,
scooting or riding bikes to school
would ease congestion on the roads
as well as improve fitness. As the
weather continues to improve it would
be good to see more children making
use of the school bike store. 

Thank you to everyone that has shown their commitment to
keeping our pupils safe at drop off and collection time.
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Polegate School
Oakleaf Drive
Polegate
East Sussex BN26 6PT
Tel: 01323 482404
Email: info@polegateschool.co.uk

Feedback
We’d love to hear your feedback and

any new ideas you have. Please send
us your thoughts via the contact us

page on the school website:

www.polegateschool.co.uk

You can read all the previous
newsletters on our website.

Be the first to
hear the news.

Follow us on Twitter.
We now have

1,339 followers!

Twit ter
20th February

2023
INSET
DAY

Diary Dates Archive

POP IN FOR A COFFEE & CHAT AT

THE WARM HUB
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