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| hope you all had a wonderful, restful Term 5 will be as busy as all terms at Polegate
holiday. Welcoming the children back School- swimming, SATs, sports week- are just a
last week was, as qlwqys' a pleasure, few of the exciting events happening this term. It
fhey ran through the gates Iooking might be a short term, but | am sure we will pack
refreshed and ready for new challenges. in plenty!
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‘Story

arden

Adventures in Nature and the Great Outdoors

The Summer Reading

challenge is nearly upon us.

Do not forget to sign up!

The Reading Agency and libraries are
excited to infroduce Story Garden
Summer Reading Challenge 2025.

About the Challenge

The Reading Agency, along with the
UK public library network, delivers the
Summer Reading Challenge across

the country every year. Itis the UK's

THE PERFECT READING SpPOT

The children at Polegate
School love to pick up a
book or 2. Jordan
created a perfect
reading spot at Forest
School. If you cannot
find me, | will be reading
at Forest School- move
over Jordan!

biggest annual reading promotion for
children aged four to eleven.
Throughout the Summer Reading
Challenge, library staff, along with
teenage and adult volunteers, help
children to discover new authors and
explore a wide range of different
types of books, giving them a positive
experience of reading for pleasure.

You can make a huge difference by
encouraging your pupils to take part.

The Summer Reading Challenge:

e Significantly improves reading
confidence and independence

e Ensures pupils are ready for their
return o school, preventing the
summer reading ‘dip’
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e Aids the successful transition
between year groups and key stages

e Contributes to all pupils” achievement

¢ Encourages extra-curricular activity —
encouraging family engagement
with reading

e Develops links between your school,
the library and the wider community

You can find additional information and
free resources to support children’s
reading for pleasure in the Summer
Reading Challenge School Zone:
www.summerreadingchallenge.
org.uk/school-zone-src

The Challenge will begin in
libraries on Saturday 5th July
and end on Saturday 6th
September.
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This will be a busy term for the gardening club. Their hard work is paying off with beautiful
blooms appearing around the school. We just need to remember to water them now!

Reception thoroughly enjoyed caring
for the ducklings last term. The
children learnt about the life cycle of
a duck and how to care and nurture
such beautiful animals.

Polegate School dance group
performed spectacularly at the
Congress Theatre recently. They
danced with confidence and skill
- true performers!

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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sweatshirts or T-shirts.

pinafore dress or culottes

.....................................

Polegate School Jumper
or Cardigan
(Purchased Price & Buckland)
or
Plain dark green jumper
or cardigan

Polegate School Logo
Polo Shirt
(Purchased Price & Buckland)
or
Plain White Polo shirt or
White Shirt/Blouse

-------------------------------------

Grey or White Socks
Grey Tights

Black School Shoes
(No Trainers)

A reminder that all school uniform
must be inline with school policy.
PE uniform days have the same
expectation as all other days and
PE kit must also be inline with
policy. No logos or printed

Green Gingham Checked
Dress (Optional)
or
Grey or black Trousers, skirt
or shorts

.....................................

Polegate School Logo
Jumper or Cardigan
(Purchased Price & Buckland)
or
Plain dark green jumper
or cardigan

Polegate School Logo
Polo Shirt
(Purchased Price & Buckland)
or
White Polo shirt or White
Shirt/Blouse

.....................................

.....................................

Black School Shoes
(No Trainers)

Polegate logo Sunhat
(Purchased Price & Buckland)
or
Plain Green Sunhat
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@

WINTER UNIFORM SUMMER UNIFORM PE KIT

Grey or Black trousers, skirt,

White Polegate Logo T-Shirt
(Purchased Price & Buckland)
or
Plain White Polo shirt

Black Polegate School Logo
PE Hoodie or PE Zipped
Hoodie or PE Sweatshirt
(Purchased Price & Buckland)

Black Polegate School Logo
shorts or jogging bottoms
(Purchased Price & Buckland)
or
Plain black shorts, joggers
or leggings (No Logos)

.....................................

.....................................
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Oliver from year 5 performed brilliantly at the
recent County School Games cross country
event. Oliver successfully made the final
through a number of heats and performed
with strength, courage and determination in
the final. Congratulations Oliver, we are all
incredibly proud of you!

Year 2 created Tudor-style
houses as part of our fabulous
finish. We ‘built’ them close
together as they would have
been in the times of the Great
Fire of London. A fire was started
at one end, and we saw how
quickly the fire would have
spread because of the way the
houses were built. A fabulous
finish to a fabulous term of
learning!
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The pool is looking very inviting. Reception
classes have had their first swimming
lesson and thoroughly enjoyed it!

We value our swimming pool greatly, and include
swimming for all children within our curriculum.
Swimming is a life skill, and living by the seaside is
one that | believe our children greatly need.

All children are expected to participate in swimming
lessons. If your child cannot swim, a letter is required
explaining why.

Reminders

* Do not have children’s ears pierced during the
summer ferm.

e Earrings cannot be worn in the pool.
e Earrings must be removed at home.

e Long hair beyond the chin must be tied up, and a
swimming hat worn.

To ease any difficulty when changing for swimming
(you would be amazed how tricky changing can be),
children are to wear their PE kit on swimming days.

Mollie and Joshua in
2B received their pen
license. Mrs. Giggs
was very proud to
give these out, she
said they are the first
Year 2 children to
earn them!
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We appear to have a family of slow worms residing at Forest School. The
children handled the slow worms with care and respect. | believe they are
named - we currently have Harry Potter and Voldemort.

Our amazing PFA are
funding an exciting
new playground
sensory project.

We are hopeful that the new

area will be open in September
2025. We want to say a very

big thank you to the PFA for

prividing Zuch amazing PFA EVENT DATES

resources and opportunities for  9th May Krispy Kreme Donuts
all our children. 16th May  SCHOOL DISCO Infants 3-4pm, Juniors 4:30-5:30
Iif you would like to offer 3rd June 2025 PFA Meeting

support or join this amazing
group of parents please contact
pfa@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk

6th June 2025  Freeze Pop Fridays start (Weather permitting)
11-12th June 2025 Gifts for Loved Ones
19th July 2025 Summer Fair 1lam-2pm.
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As part of our commitment to

and outcomes, we regularly
monitor children’s attendance.

Excellent attendance is essential for
children to get the most out of their
school experience, including their

We monitor children whose your child in achieving the best
providing children with the best attendance is below the government attendance possible. We will contact
possible education, experiences,  recommended 96% (equivalent fo 8 you if we have concerns about your

missed school days over an academic  child’s attendance but please do

year). National Average primary contact Natalie Dicker, our school

school attendance for 2023-24 was attendance officer,

94.3%. Last year our attendance was n.dicker@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk if

95.3%, which was 1% down on 2022-  you have concerns or would like to

23 but still above National, which is discuss any worries.

attainment and well-being and sefs a

good example for future life.

excellent! Our current aftendance is
95%. We are here to support you and

Following our 2 weeks promoti
active travel to school, we
managed to achieve well over

of all journeys without using a car.

The 3 classes with the most

amount of journeys by foot, bike or  received a Blueberry Bounce Ball

scooter were;

ng 3rd 3D with 215 journeys
2nd 6MU with 225 journeys

But 1Ist with just 2 more journeys
over the 2 weeks (227) - 6M!
Congratulations 6M who each

half

as a reward!

Total journeys
The total number of journeys recorded in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 2025,

Daily average score

This is your current average daily score based on a percentage of your school roll. If you take part in more
than five days, this will be based on your best five days.

Overall position in challenge
Based on your daily average score.
View overall positions

Total journeys in Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 2024
See if you can beat the number of journeys logged in last years challenge.

The overall leading class badge is held by...

S with 227 journeys
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Punctuality Important Key to Your Child’s Success

Research shows that children
with consistent school
attendance learn more. If
children are to fully benefit from
the many learning opportunities,

regular school attendance is vital.

A student who is 10 minutes late every
day will miss 30 hours of teaching
time during the year, definitely, a
significant loss in the teachable
moments that you can‘t get back.

Children who are late or absent can
never recover what is most important:
the discussion, the questions, the
explanations by the teacher and the

thinking that makes learning come alive.

While punctuality will promote
learning, arriving late fo school can
also be very disruptive for the child,
the teacher, and the other students in
the class.

A child’s success in school and
ultimately in life depends on having a
solid educational background, one
that can only be gained through
punctuality and regular school
attendance.

Regular aftendance at school is
important in promoting social
development. Developing positive
attendance and timekeeping habits at
a young age will serve the child well
throughout their life.

What does your child miss
when they arrive late?

* The opportunity to participate in
early morning work, share
experiences and conversations
with their friends

* The opportunity to get settled in
and be ready for the day with their
friends

* The opportunity to participate in all
the fun activities that start right at
the beginning of each school day

Research shows that
attendance is the single
most important factor in
school success.

DIARY DATES

2nd May
1C Class Assembly

5th May - Bank Holiday

9th May
3D Class Assembly

12-16th May - Year 6 SATs

13th May @2.30pm
Think Tank Meeting

15th May - Reading Tea Party

19th May - INSET Day

20th - 23rd May
Sports Week

20th May 1.30-3pm
EYFS Sports Day

21st May @3.15pm
Family Math Challenge

22nd May 9.30 - 11.00am
Years 3&4 Sports Day

22nd May 1.30 - 3pm
Years 5&6 Sports Day

23rd May End of Term 5

26-30th May Half-term

2nd June Start of Term 6

13th June
RA Class Assembly

16th June
Year 6 Enrichment Week,
Hailsham Cinema & Bowling

17th June
Year 6 Enrichment Week,
Buzz Active @Cuckmere River

18th June
Year 6 Enrichment Week,
A E N D A N C E Branching Out @Bentley Farm
TT 19th June
Year 3 London Trip
RA = 94.7% 2D = 95.6% 4s - 96.6% 20th June
RHR=  94.8%  2H- 967% 5D - 94.8% = C'Z:iﬁssembly
- - - - une
RS = 93.4% 3B = 96.5% 5EK = 95.4% Year 2 Hastings Trip
1C= 96.5% 3D = 96.4% 5K = 94.4% 27th June
L= 95.2% 3T= 97% 6M = 96.3% RHR Class Assembly
M™M= 96.2% 4D = 97.1% 6MU = 96.6% 27th June
28 - 96.5%  4H - 97% 6W - 935 Year 4 Port Lympne Trip

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool 9
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GET ACTIVE

Get active with some hand/eye and throwing practice games
in preparation for sports week

@ Fast Feet @ wall Ball

How many times can you How many times can you
dribble a ball around a throw a ball against a wall
marker and back in 60 and catch it in 60 seconds?

2
seconds? + You must stand at least two S1EES away
from the wall when thiowing the bal .
* Each time you dribble the ball of youl drop the ball, carry o0 counting
arou-'rdme. marker and back you your score from whess you left off
score & point when you dropped the ball

24 dribbles around
the cone and back

Achieve Silver

18 dribbles around
the cone and back A [renrs) all

1
12 dribbles around : S::;';:Hd
the cone and back g y 3

F

Make sure pou

n’;“;:;::: are in 8 clear
{V’} the jumps that SR
are completed T =l

prapery?

How many times can
you bounce over a cone
in 60 seconds?

= Both feet must land over the cone
for the jump to count.
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AUTHOR VISITS

A Message from Miss Howland Regarding Author Visits to Our School

Hello Everyone,

| am thrilled to announce that we have
arranged two exciting author visits for
the summer term! Each author will lead
an assembly and a Q&A session,
followed by an opportunity for book
purchasing and signing after the event.

Please mark these dates in your
calendars. As we get closer to the
events, | will provide additional
information on how children can pre-
order or pay for books if they wish to
purchase one. We are collaborating
with Bag of Books, an independent
bookshop in Lewes, to facilitate this,
and both authors have graciously
offered their time free of charge with
the hope that we can support them
through healthy book sales. Bag of
Books will handle all book sales.

This happens to
be one of the
year 2
recommended
reads and we
can see why!

A rhyming story that manages
to squeeze in so many familiar
fairy tales - think Rapunzel and
Jack and the Beanstalk. But
this book is so much more
than that, it gets us thinking
about how we can rewrite
stories if they don't end how
we think they should and how
we can become the heroes in
the stories that we write.
Happy Reading!

Tom Mitchell
KS2 Assembly
Thursday 19th June

Tom Mitchell, author of *The First Kid in
Space*, will engage our KS2 students.
Tom is currently an English teacher in
London, and his school has
generously granted him a sabbatical
for the summer term, allowing him to
visit schools. His books are filled with
humor, ensuring an entertaining and
engaging experience for all the
children.

You can learn more about his
book at the following link:

https://bags-of-
books.co.uk/product/the-first-
kid-in-space/

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool 1

Smriti Halls & Erikg Mezg

Jim Beckett
KS1 Assembly
Thursday 26th June

Jim Beckett will present *Buzz
Sausage Wolf*, a delightful story
about a charmingly silly sausage dog
on a quest to become the perfect pet.
Accompanied by vibrant illustrations
by Aurélie Lise-Anne, this series is
perfect for newly independent readers
transitioning from picture books. This
assembly promises to be lively and
interactive for our Years 1-3 students.

For more details, please visit:
https://bags-of-
books.co.uk/product/buzz-
sausage-wolf/

www.polegateschool.co.uk



ACTIVE SPORTS MORNING

Year 3 recently had a
fun and active sports
morning led by BTEC
Sports Leader
students from Bedes
Senior School.

The Year 11 group of
young leaders coached
small groups in different
balls skills and the
morning culminated in an

exciting tournament for
all teams.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool 12 www.polegateschool.co.uk



Visit to The Amex Stadium For Careers Related Learning

On Thursday April 3rd a group  players had sat in only a few hours
of Year 5 girls had the exciting  earlier! What an amazing experience!!

opportunity to visit the Amex. It was a fantastic day for the
children (and staff that
accompanied them!) and we
were incredibly proud of how
well the girls represented
Polegate throughout the day!

The theme of the day was to learn
about the many different careers that
the stadium could provide; obviously
football being just one of many!

The girls took part in fun activities which
involved many of the skills required in
the work place and which we all could
see how these are also entwined with
what we learn and do atf Polegate.

However, the highlight of the day had
to be the guided tour of the stadium,
walking through the tunnel onto the
pitch and being able to visit the Home
and Away changing rooms! Due to
there being a match the night before,
the Brighton’s team names were still
above the seats, which meant that the
girls got to sit in the very chairs that the

PARKING NOTICE

This is a friendly reminder traffic and causing inconvenience to
that stopping or parking on local residents.

the yellow Zig Zags located  We kindly ask that you park with

at the front of the school is ~ consideration for the safety of all our D|
prohibited when dropping children and fellow community

off or collecting children. members.

Monday

Please ensure that junctions remain
clear, footpaths are wide enough to
accommodate prams or wheelchairs
without forcing pedestrians into the
road, and that cars parked on opposite
sides of the street leave sufficient space
for larger vehicles, such as emergency
services, to pass through. Thank you for
your cooperation.

We have observed that some vehicles
are parked inconsiderately during
school hours, which poses a risk to the
safety of children and others navigating
to and from school. The way certain
vehicles are parked is causing
obstructions on pavements and roads,
putting pedestrians at risk from moving

19th May
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All Stars Crnicket is the best crnicket

experience for 5-8 year-olds

All kids are guaranteed to
develop new skills while having
fun and making friends

Farticipants receive a personalised
backpack of goodies including
a bat, ball and t-shirt!

allstarscricket.co.uk

@polegateschool polegateschool




CYBER PROTECT WEBINARS

The Digital Dilemma:

Keeping Children
sale Online
Sessions in April, May and June __:_ TIGKETS ONLINE: 'T..:__:

available to book NOW!

FREE WEBINAR FOR PARENTS & CARERS
run by Police Cyber Protect teams
Hints and tips to secure your family

online, covering cyber risks and scams in:

Gaming U Social Media w Email
m Bllﬂll YOUR SPAGE: e

g LR

.-
DY eanr)

DON'T LET IT BE W.EEIEIEEEE
LEVEL'Y; YOUR ONLINE SECURITY
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ONLINE SAFETY

- gy 3
r_“ “‘E_ i] \Nos B‘,’,}.’ﬁg"‘
/ 1\ Safety
’  #WakeUpWednesday ' . 1'

Conversalion starters =
Q for parents and carers:

B3 51 INE CONTENT 17

Trying to start a conversation about online safety with children can be a daunting task. There are many reasons why children may not want to talk to
adults about it. One might be that they don't think you'll understand or that you won't know how to help if they came to you with an online problem.
i ledge abaut. H ver, with screen time increasing

It can also be hard to start a conversation about something that you might have limited k
during the lockdown, it's important now mare than ever, to be talking to children about what they are accessing online

A MAKE TIME TO LISTEN

y . 3 Wihen pows ChAd con ot o dull rw sbunst s s (v, Sirepy By
| ey g mm.mnw.ﬁﬁnh

wmwwmnwm ildren choose
abvious, like the child interested in football
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mmlhu-ﬂmm-mnhhn

that. it

they | main character. Learning
and like it can help advising them
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4l CULTIVATE A BLAME FREE CULTURE 7 ASKTHEMTO BE THE TEACHER
Mmh&aﬁgmdﬂunnmmmmm |
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away from
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how ped
up!ln situations. You can reason
chosen to talk to them about it is because talking helps. Children will
able to see the parallels in the experiences and mhmlnhm

l.|. TALKABOUT THE NEWS O ASKABOUT THE RISKS

& B N SEOOEL WU D0 S0bTe ch

something that disturbs

1 why! Could they be scoeating vamethng thes shouldet be! o reduce the risk fo mselves - this is the ultin go
5 ASKFORADVICE [1]] ASKABOUT RESPONSIBILITIES
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for thums caning safely ¥ Suey Bebaes 1Rl £ & up o
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B e rssttan shiaul bow ey cas « Hhwst ony e

Lead and senior school
ildren online and

nunt \af C T urim
ne risks. She has over 10+ yearsasa
successfully develc Iimplemented a

Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety

Twitter - @natonlinesafety Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety
4o 5o at their own discretion. No lability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 24.06,.2020

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Users of this guide do so a

www.polegateschool.co.uk
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FLAMING FUN DAY

" Hz .I h.-.lm
BOTZNEIC

*'ﬁi"l{ Il o Y

FAMILY
ENTERTAIN
> SUHDAY 29TH JUNE |
STALLS 11-4pm LICENSED
AND GAMES ,  BAR
» "
= & & ARENA

WESTERN ROAD REC

B
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CHANGE OF INFORMATION RELATING TO YOUR CHILD

We iUS‘l’ wanted to let you Changes we need to know about are:
* Medical details (any new allergies, asthma etc)
knOW thf due 1‘0 fhe new » Change of address, telephone numbers or email address

GDPR regulations we will not

be sending out data collec’flon Keep us informed

Sheets any more. We do Sh" It will be up to you to keep us informed and you can do this

need to know if there are any by emailing the school office at:
office@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk

Chdnges 1‘0 informaﬁon with any changes or by completing the form which you can
re|aﬁng 1.0 your Child find on the download section on our website

www.polegateschool.uk

Twitter
20-23rd May

1366 followers

You can read all the previous
newsletters on our website.

¥ Polegate Feedbackf

SCHOOL :
Polegate School We'd love to hear your feedback and
Oakleaf Drive any new ideas you have. Please send -
Polegate

us your thoughts via the contact us
page on the school website: &

www.polegateschool.co.uk

East Sussex BN26 6PT
Tel: 01323 482404
Email: info@polegateschool.co.uk
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