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Y E A R 3 IN L O N D O N
After all the drama of the snow year 3
finally had a very fun, exciting trip to
London exploring the Tate Modern, walking
along the South Bank and seeing all the
sights from the London Eye!

More
photos
inside

This brought all the learning to life for them after a term of
studying London as part of their topic.

The children were excellent throughout the day and
a wonderful time was had by all.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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YEAR 3 LONDON
TRIP

Young Artists!

On the Eye@

At the Tate Mode
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Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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At the start of this term our new nursery extension was revealed! We are so pleased with
the outcome and we have made sure that no expense has been spared to ensure the
resources are inspiring and exciting. This has really enhanced the learning opportunities
that we can provide our youngest children. They have loved the new space!

OUR OUTDOOR GYM
Our new
outdoor gym
equipment has
finally been
installed!
Now for the risk
assessment!

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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On Wednesday, 90 reception
children descended on Spring
Barn farm. The children were
excellently behaved
throughout the trip.
At the farm we saw Galaxy the tortoise, April
the lamb, some friendly chickens, goats,
donkeys and so much more! The children
had great fun exploring the many play areas
at the farm, including a drop slide, bouncing
pillows and climbing frames.
Emilia and Samuel have produced some
excellent writing about their day.
The reception team would like to say a
massive thank you to all of the adults that
helped on the trip, our fantastic day would
not have been possible without you.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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Greenpower Education Trust is a UK based charity
with an outstanding track record in kick starting
careers in engineering.
We help unlock potential and spark enthusiasm for Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) through the
excitement of motorsport.
They inspire young people around the world to excel in
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths through a
unique challenge: to design, build and race an electric car.
Of course we jump at the chance to provide exciting
opportunities to our pupils here at Polegate and wherever
we can bring learning to life we will! Who knows we may
have just inspired the next Michael Schumacher, a Race
Director, a technical delegate whose job it is to make sure
the cars comply with rules, engineers, designer or even a
mechanic! Hopefully this has opened their eyes to
opportunities to work within F1.

‘Projects like this are invaluable
to companies such as Siemens,
helping us to reach tomorrow’s
talent by engaging young people
in engineering and science
from an early age.”
Juergen Maier,
Chief Executive Siemens plc
@Juergen_Maier

RECEPTION
TOYS
Please may we
ask you to refrain from
letting your children play
with the Reception toys
that have been set
out before and
after school.
Thank you

MEETING THE TEACHER
Whilst we welcome and encourage parents to come in and
speak to class teachers it is always helpful to make an
appointment to guarantee a teacher is available, but we
appreciate this is not always possible.
We ask all parents to come in through the school office. This means we can keep
children safe, and know who is on the school site. It is essential that we ask
adults to sign in. If the teacher is not available we have the opportunity to make
another appointment for you.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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OUR SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT
They discovered a mummy, pharaohs, dinosaurs and even
the real life African Savanah being streamed live to their very
own classroom! I know they have already observed hippos
at a watering hole and a giraffe strolling along! So inspiring.

There were lots of exciting discoveries
for the children when they returned
after the break.

A Mummy!
The Pharoahs ha
arrived in Year 6ve

Dinosaurs
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Superhero learnin
Year 4 are in Afric
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Can you spot the
lion?
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Look whats walki
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Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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The children had to use their maths skills to crack codes,
their flexibility to dodge laser beams, their strength and
ability to measure how far they could rock climb, a fitness
test to improve stamina speed and strength and their team
skills to build the tallest sky scraper.
In the afternoon they had to solve a crime as a evil villain
had broken into school. They left clues for them to find.

L
O
O
H
C
S
T
S
E
YEAR 3 FOR
Year 3 enjoyed the Forest School with a wide
range of activities: den building, singing around
the campfire and all involving team work!

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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Poppy-Rose w
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Year 1 were busy becoming
palaeontologists and even discovered
dinosaur bones in the grounds at
Polegate school!

Range of
trips and visits
making learning
irresistible!

The start of term is always exciting
and this term was no exception.
Stunning starts ranged from the
use of our outdoor environment
to becoming detectives and
solving crimes.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to the two winning classes 1N and 2B
with the highest attendance for term 4. They reached 98%
above our whole school targets. A very BIG well done! You
can see from the photos just how excited they were!

School Attendance
Whole school is now: 96.4%. A little
way off our target of 97%.
RV
RH
RHi
1N
1B
1Y
2A
2B

= 95%
= 95%
= 95%
= 97%
= 97%
= 96%
= 97%
= 97%

3M
3Mc
4M
4D
5GK
5W
6M
6R

= 97%
= 97%
= 96%
= 97%
= 97%
= 96%
= 97%
= 97%

BREAKFAST & AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Regrettably from September we have
a slight increase in the cost for all of
our extended school childcare.

We have had a significant increase in staffing costs over
recent years- up by 5% and you will all know that the cost
of food has also increased.
I wanted to give as much notice as possible to you all and
also explain the reasons why. I have held off doing this for
as long as possible.

This will apply to Breakfast Club and After School as well as
the breakfast club at nursery.
We have not increased prices at any of these for over 7
years but sadly costs of food and staffing have increased
so much that we have to if we want to provide the same
high quality experiences for the children.

After School Club
From 3.20pm - 4.30pm - was £4.00 now £4.50
From 3.20pm- 6pm – was £8.00 now £10

These clubs need to be sustainable and self-sufficient they
cannot be funded from the school budget and if we do not
adjust the pricing there is the risk they run at a loss and
then we have to close them.

Breakfast Club
From 7.30pm – was £4.50 now £5
From 8.00am – was £4.00 now £4.50

After a detailed scrutiny of the budget with our business
manager and governors we have set a new pricing
structure. I know how important these clubs are to our
working parents and I am committed to supporting you.

Nursery Breakfast Club
From 8.00am – was £4.00 now £4.50

SCHOOL TOILET

It is for the children and staff in the school. We will no longer
be able to allow any toilet in school to be used by anyone
other than our pupils or staff. This is for health and safety
reasons, children’s privacy and confidentiality. The office is
always incredibly busy and parents queueing to ask to use
the toilet just adds extra pressure to the office staff.

We have a regular queue of parents and
past pupils everyday asking to use the
toilet. This facility is a medical room and
contains confidential information.
Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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Whilst your children were enjoying their ‘Stunning Starts’ I
had one of my own - only it wasn’t the stunning start I had
hoped for on the first day!
We were notified that we were
going to be inspected on
Tuesday. The inspection has
taken place and within 20
working days I should be able to
share the outcome with you.
As always things change. Ofsted has
recently changed the arrangements
for inspection. As we were graded
‘good’ overall in our last inspection we
were due a one day inspection.
Before January 2018 an inspection
could convert to a full inspection
within 48 hours if inspectors thought
the school could be outstanding or
could be less than good. The
inspection generally continued the
following day and a full report with
new grades would be written. This no
longer happens.

Instead the outcomes are:
1 If serious concerns are evident around
safeguarding or education provided is
inadequate it will convert in 48 hours

2 When there are no significant
concerns but inspectors identify
potential concerns, Ofsted will
publish a letter setting out
strengths and areas for
improvement. A full inspection will
take place in 2 years giving the
school time to address concerns.

3 When inspectors have evidence to
suggest a school may be
outstanding Ofsted will publish a
letter confirming the school is still
good and setting out its strengths.
A full inspection will take place
within 1 to 2 years.

4 The final possibility is the school is
still good and Ofsted will not return
for 4 years and this is the most
common outcome at the moment.
I am looking forward to sharing the
letter with you but until then we are
unable to comment. We haven’t even
been able to tell school staff but I will
tell you how proud I am of them and
your children.
The inspector visited the nursery right
up to Year 6 and the children all spoke
to her very confidently and
enthusiastically. It was a rigorous day.

Now just remind me again when
the Easter holidays were!!

E-SAFETY- ROBLOX
Roblox is a very popular online game aimed at
children aged 8+ which gives users freedom to
create their own games or play games which other
users have created. Roblox also offers a chat facility.

Although Roblox does have the ability to add privacy
settings (pre-set under 12s), there are still risks surrounding
the ability to add unknown users, limited control over
strangers adding youngsters, bullying and of course, the
ability to make in app purchases. These all carry their
individual risks. For more information about Roblox, please
visit our website here at: Include link to Roblox where you’ll
find some really useful information about the app, learn
how to add privacy settings and see what parents/carers
and children think about the Roblox. You can also visit
Roblox at: https://en.help.roblox.com/hc/enus/categories/200217934-Account-and-Security

A recent Net-aware survey found that 16% of children who
reviewed Roblox found that the game was risky due to the
ability to be able to:

• Make In-app purchases
• Ability to talk to strangers
• People you don’t know adding you
Roblox does have its imaginative and creative side – it
allows children to be creative and think about what they’d
like to see in game development.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool

For further advice about online games visit:
http://www.askaboutgames.com/
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It is that really exciting time
of the year and the children
are LOVING swimming!
We believe that every child should
have the chance to learn to swim
at primary school.
Swimming is a statutory part of the national
curriculum, just like Maths and English, yet
over 1,300 primary schools in England don’t
provide any swimming lessons at all. Not
only do we provide them but we provide
the opportunity to every year group and I
think I may even have managed to get
nursery in there this year!

We have signed up to the swimming
Charter this year as we take
swimming so seriously.

Positive
social
experience

Skills for
other
aquatic
activities

Benefits
of school
swimming

Improve
confidence
Help
behaviour
in school

By the time your child leaves us they should
be able to swim a minimum distance of 25
metres. This is the national curriculum Key
Stage 2 attainment level, I’m pleased to say
that many achieve far more than that! As
well as being good for your health,
swimming is a skill that could ultimately
save their life. Drowning is the third most
common cause of accidental death in
children, and therefore it is absolutely vital
that every child has the opportunity to learn
to swim and gain core knowledge
regarding water safety.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool

Essential
life saving
skills
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Inclusive
activity
so no one
is left out

Extensive
health
benefits

Help
learning
in other
subjects
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Ebony with her
incredible writing
in
reception!

Amazing maths fr
om
Oliver in Year 1!

Diary Date
Friday
25th May
Last day
of term

Amazing mathem

aticians in recepti

Archive

on!

Tw i t t e r

Be the first to
hear the news.
Follow us on Twitter.
We now have 865
followers!
You can read all the previous
newsletters on our website.

Feedback
We’d love to hear your feedback and
any new ideas you have. Please send
us your thoughts via the contact us
page on the school website:

Polegate School
Oakleaf Drive
Polegate
East Sussex BN26 6PT
Tel: 01323 482404
Email: info@polegateschool.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool
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Harley's brilliant S
uper
Daisy story made
Mrs
MO'D laugh!

