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Welcome to Term 6, an exciting term ahead!
We have already started with a spectacular
Art exhibition, celebrating the creativity,
imagination and hard work of our children.
it was wonderful to see so many fantastic
pieces on display, we were incredibly proud
of the effort shown across the school.
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This term also brings an important transition event for all
children. They will have the opportunity to meet their new
teacher and visit their new classroom, helping them to feel
confident, settled and ready for the next step in their learning.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look
forward to sharing a term full of learning, celebration and
memorable experiences together.
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UCTURE FOR 2026-2027

And so the moment you all eagerly await! | can
now announce the teachers for next year.

You will notice a few new names on my team sheet,
alongside some familiar faces who will be continuing in
their roles. | am delighted to share this new staffing
structure for academic year 2026-2027, and | know you will
join me in giving a very warm welcome to those who are
new fo the feam.

A staffing update like this always brings a mix of excitement
and preparation. While change can take a little getting used

NEW  CURRENT TEACHER

to, it also brings fresh energy, new ideas, and opportunities
for our pupils to benefit from a wide range of experience
and expertise. We are confident that this team will continue
to support our children brilliantly in the year ahead.

Miss Tennant and Miss Davies are sadly moving on to
further their teaching experience. We wish them all the luck
and know that they will continue their journey successfully.
Miss Saunders is returning after maternity we cannot wait to
welcome her back. Also joining the team- Mr Wood, Miss
Rolfe and Mr Spencer.

EMAIL

Nursery Sharon Trent E: s.frent@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
RS Mrs Stracey E: s.sfracey@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
RJ Mrs Jones E: f.jones@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
RKH Mrs Kavanagh (Monday to Wednesday) E: g.kavanagh@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
Miss Hopkinson (Thursday Friday) m.hopkinson@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
M RS Miss Marsh
Mrs Chadwick (Friday) E: c.marsh@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
RS RJ Miss Rawlinson E: j.rawlinson@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
Miss Saunders E: |.saunders@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
1C RKH Miss Craig E: m.craig@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
2D ™M Miss Durbidge - Leader of Learning Y1&2  E: a.durbidge@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
2H L Miss Howland E: g.howland@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
2S 1RH Mr Spencer E: c.spencer@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
3L 2H Miss Liddell E:a.liddell@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
3mM 2D Mrs Middleton E: p.middleton@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
3B 2B Mrs Barden Leader of Learning Y3&4 E: s.barden@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
Miss Saunders (Wednesday) E: |.saunders@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
4K 3C Miss Kenny E: p.kenny@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
4R 3B Miss Rolfe E: s.rolfe@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
4H 3H Miss Hackett E: e.hackett@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
5W 4D Mr Woods E: wood@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
5M 4H Mrs Murphy E: e murphy@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
5K 47 Miss Keith E: e keith@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
6L 5D Mrs Logan E: rlogan@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
6W 5K Mrs Weyland E: m.weyland@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk
6D S5EK Ms Davies E n.davies@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk

Mrs Barnard will be Leader of learning for Y5 and 6

Follow us on Facebook: polegateschool

www.polegateschool.co.uk



Hello everyone! | am Miss Rolfe
and | am so excited to be joining
the Polegate team this year! |
have been teaching for 3 years
now and it truly is my favourite
thing to do.

Hi everyone! | am Mr Spencer,
and | cannot wait to start
teaching here in September! |
have just finished my third and
final year at the University of
Chichester, and this will be my
first teaching position, in which |
am very excited for!

Hi everyone! My name is Mr
Wood and | am incredibly excited
to be joining the Polegate School
community in September.

| started my teaching career in 2024
and come from a Secondary Phase PE
and Maths background.

| fell in love with having a positive
impact on the academic and
character growth of young people
during my role managing Year 6 to

Transition day this year will be
held on Friday 16th July.

All children from year reception to year
5 will visit their new classroom and
meet their new teacher. Drop off and
collection points for this day will remain
the same.

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool 3

My classroom is a place where we love
to have fun and laugh while we learn!
When | am not at school, you will
usually find me zooming around on my
rollerskates, catching a movie at the
cinema, cooking something delicious or
reading a book with a cup of tea. I'm
really looking forward to a fantastic
year ahead at Polegate School!

A few things that you might want to
know about me is that | love playing
sports, being with my friends and
family and being happy and helpful. |
look forward to meeting all of you
soon ;)

Year 7 transition and have spent lots of
time in Primary Schools!

| do not keep it hidden that | am a
massive fan of Brighton and Hove
Albion, following the club at the Amex
every week! As well the Albion
Seagulls, | enjoy watching our local
wildlife- my favourite bird is a Puffin! |
can't wait to inspire a future generation
of polite, motivated, resilient learners
and be a role model to all of you.

Drop in and say hello!

On Thursday 16th July between
3.15-4.00 families along with their
children will have an opportunity to visit
their child’s new classroom and
teacher.

www.polegateschool.co.uk



Incredible artwork was displayed across the school,
showcasing the talents of children from Nursery to Year 6.
Parents and families enjoyed exploring the gallery and
celebrating the amazing efforts of our young artists. The
theme, Together We Shine, was wonderfully reflected in
every piece. Inspired by Marilyn Monroe’s quote, “We are all
of us stars, and we deserve to twinkle,” the event reminded
us that every child has unique brilliance to share.

polegateschool
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| come into school most mornings, and
I'm completely used to seeing all of the
pupils and staff - it's one of the best
parts of my day! In fact, | have a little
secret... | get quite bored at the
weekends when the school is quiet. |
miss all the hustle, bustle, and friendly
faces!

Every time there’s a knock at the office
door, | leap up straight away, tail
wagging, just in case it's someone
coming to see me. | always hope it

might be one of you!

My absolute favourite things to do are
visiting the sensory garden and the
MUGA with pupils. | love those
moments—getting outside, having a
little wander and spending time
together is just the best.

I've also been working very hard at my
puppy obedience classes. I'm learning
lots (even if | don't always get everything
right straight away!). I have to admit, I'm
not the biggest fan of the other dogs
there - | much prefer spending my time
with humans like you!

| want to say a big thank you to
everyone for being so kind and
welcoming to me. I've especially
noticed how hard you all work to keep
the school clean and litter-free.

polegateschool

That really helps me, because | do find
things like stray Lego or other “tasty” bits
on the floor very tempting... and I'm still
learning what I'm allowed to eat!

I'm already looking forward to seeing
you all again in Term 1 next year. I'm
especially excited because I'll hopefully
begin meeting small groups of children
from each class, which | cant wait for.

Until then, keep being brilliant - and
don't forget to say hello when you see
me!

Bruno *«

polegateschool



The Sanctuary, is a calm and safe
space within the school, that offers
children a welcoming and nurturing
environment, when they need
support.

Whether it's a softer start/finish to the day, or to
help regulate big feelings. We offering emotional
support, helping the children to feel ready for
class, settled, and ready to learn.

The children can come and talk to trained
staff members, about their worries and
struggles.

We offer a choice of calming activities, sensory
play, card games, puzzles, and coloring, or just a
moment to sit quietly, and reflect in our calm area.

The Sanctuary is open to all.

Your child's class teacher may suggest or direct
them to the Sanctuary during the day, if they feel a
child’s feelings are too big fo manage in the class
calm corners. We are here to listen and support on
those days when it all feels a bit too much.

polegateschool
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JOB HISTORY

Youth worker

* Pre school Manager
Youth activities Co-
ordinator

e 1:1 case worker

L]

I didn’l really know whal | wanled

Lo do byt | knew | wanted to work # i

wilh young peaple and childran, Gl' fH

Jusl look at the jobs | did belare i

becoming a teacher! ¥ ) L it SR d
IiF YOU COULD SWAP CAREERS IN

. THE FUTURE, WHAT ADVENTURE
— WOoOULD YOU CHDOSE?

| dream of owning my own bookshop! |
. Patiance is keyl !nve_bnnks! | love reading and | want to
] T e inspire everyone else to read too!

listening skills in all jobs
thal | have done.
« You need to be resilant

whne things are laugh French
« Empalhy and Kindness * Becoming a teacher whilst having a young
« A greal sense af humour - | family.

thirk I'm Tunny! * Laaming lo scuba dive in Vielnam.

* Having a 1413 day streak on Duolingo
altempting to learn French!
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RECEPTION WISH LIST

Are you having a clear out?
Please can you help us?

Reception Wish List

Animals
Wooden People / Figures
Transport - Cars, Trains etc
Construction - Lego/Duplo
Musical Instruments
Big Outdoor Games
Bath/Water Toys
Playdough Tools
Craft Resource - Ribbons/Buttons

Thank you v

polegateschool polegateschool



A huge congratulations to
Colette in 2H who was the
overall winner of our ‘Keeping
Polegate Tidy’ competition! Her
beautiful poster about ‘Saving
the World’ will be displayed in
Polegate High Street!

LATEST ATTENDANCE FIGURES

RJ = 93.3% 2D = 95.4% 47 = 94.2%
RKH=  96% 2H = 96.8% SD = 96.7%
RS = 93.5% 3B = 95.1% SEK=  94.3%
RH=  96% 3C= 93.8% 5K = 94.6%
L= 95.5% 3H = 96.2% 6M = 95.4%
M = 95.2% 4D = 95.1% 6L = 95%

2B = 96.7% 4H = 95.7% 6W = 92.1%
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Marlie and Molly participated
in the recent Race for Life held
at Polegate School They raised
an incredible amount of money
for a cause close to our hearts.

We also received a wonderful email form the
organisers of Run to Run:

| just wanted to say a huge thank you for
allowing us to use your field to for our Run To
Run event on Saturday May 30th. All of us at
Children with Cancer Fund really appreciate
everything you do for our charity — we are so
grateful for all your ongoing support.

We had a total of 229 runners sign up for
this year’s Run To Run, smashing last year’s
total of 158. After adding up entry fees,
sponsorship and donations on the day, the
event raised an amazing £4,794.10 to help
our charity grant wishes, arrange events
and short breaks for families, as well as
providing other invaluable support and
assistance during this most difficult of fimes.

We are so grateful to everyone who
helped to make the day such a
success.

20279

e o L€

traceforlife
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Skills Builder Focus This Term: Leadership

This term, we are excited to introduce our new
Skills Builder focus: Leadership. Throughout the
weeks ahead, children will be developing their
understanding of what it means to be a good
leader—someone who can guide others, listen
carefully, make thoughtful decisions, and take
responsibility.

In school, pupils will explore leadership through group
activities, problem-solving tasks, and opportunities to take
initiative. They will learn that leadership is not just about
being “in charge”, but about
working well with others,
showing empathy, and
building confidence in
themselves and their
peers.

The government has announced that the
eligibility criteria for free school meals will
change from 1 September 2026.

From that date children will be entitled to free
school meals if their parents or carers receive any
form of universal credit. However not all children
who qualify will be entitled to other associated
school-related benefits. Information relating to this
will be shared when it is available.

Please apply now if you believe you qualify.

Follow us on Facebook: polegateschool 1

How you can support at home

You can help your child build their leadership skills
in simple, everyday ways:

» Encourage decision-making: Let your child make small
choices (e.g., choosing a family activity or planning a
meal).

* Promote teamwork: Involve them in group tasks like
tidying up, cooking, or organising games.

* Model good leadership: Talk about how you solve
problems, listen to others, and take responsibility.

* Build confidence: Praise effort, ideas, and resilience when
things don't go to plan.

* Give responsibility: Assign small leadership roles at home,
such as being in charge of a task or helping younger
siblings.

By working together, we can help children develop
this important life skill that will support them both
now and in the future.

Sood PUSCAN HERE
Or Pupil Premium/Free
| Mesls School

www.polegateschool.co.uk



OUR NURSERY

We are delighted to share
that nursery spaces at
Polegate are now very
rare, and interest remains
exceptionally high

It is easy to see why our teacher-led
nursery is so well regarded. Children
thrive in a wonderful environment
where curiosity is encouraged,
confidence grows, and learning feels
exciting from the very start.

Our nursery is often described as a
happy place to visit, and we are
proud of the warm, caring
atmosphere that greets every child
and family. The children are incredible
and already well settled, showing
kindness, independence and
enthusiasm in all they do.

BABY NEWS

Mrs Taylor shared some exciting
news- Baby Taylor made her
arrival 22/05/26 at 19:16
weighing 6lb 130z. Mother and
baby are doing incredibly well.
Congratulations to the Taylor
family - we cannot wait to meet
her!

20th July

Follow us on Facebook: polegateschool 12

DIARY DATES

26th June
Year 4 Trip to Port

Lympne
Staff work closely with each child to
ensure they feel secure, valued and st JU|Y
ready fo explore. Rock Steady Concert at
A wealth of high-quality resources 9.30am
supports every aspect of learning,
from imaginative play to early 3rd Ju|y
language and number skills. Year 2 Trip to Hastings
These carefully chosen materials help
children make progress while 3rd JU'Y
enjoying purposeful, engaging 3H Class Assembly
activities each day.

6th July

If you would like more
information or wish to enquire
about availability, please contact
nursery@polegate.e-
sussex.sch.uk.

Year 1 Battle Abbey Trip

9th July
Reading tea party

7th - 9th July
Year 6 Enrichment Days

13th July
Rock Steady Concert
at 2.15pm

13th July
Year 6 Leavers Show
6pm

15th July
Year 6 Leavers Show
6pm

16th July
Whole school transition
day

17th July
Reception Beach Day

20th July
Year 6 Leavers Parly

16th July
Meet the teacher

www.polegateschool.co.uk



St Wilfrid's Hospice

Dear School Colleagus,
Ifa child could send a postcard fram cne special day, what mamaory would they choosa?

We would like to invite children and young people to take part in the Seahorse Progect's, “Wish You
‘Were Herae...”. surmmer avent a gentle and craative event focused on remembering happy moments
and special imes spent wilth someons important who has died.

& Wish You Were Here... - Seahorse Project Summer Event
™ Thursday 30th July 2026

(O 3:00 - 4:30 pm

T St Wilfrid’s Hospice [The Street or Wellbeing Garden)

This relased, drog-in session offars children a safe and welcoming space to:
« Create a postcard or decorate a photo frame inspired by a happy mamaory or special day
= Raflect on and remembear someona impoartant to tham
«  Meet other children and young pecple with similar expariences

Mo prior connection to the hospice is needed — all ars welcoma.

Families can bring ther own snacks and drinks or usa the on-site café. Al creative materials will be
provided.

We know that supporting bereaved children can feel important but somatimeas challenging. This event
offers a simple, creatve way to help children express memornes and feelngs in a safe and supportive
anircnment.

ITyou know a chilld or family who might benefit, we would be very grateful if you could share this
imvitation.

With warm regards,

The Seahorse Teaam
StWillnid's Hospice

T
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We are thrilled to launch our
new Facebook page, where
we will share the wonderful
activities that take place
within our school day.

This platform is designed to keep you informed
and engaged with all the exciting events,
achievements, and learning experiences our
students encounter.

At Polegate School, we believe in celebrating
success, and our Facebook page is a fantastic
way to highlight the incredible accomplishments
of our students and staff. Whether it's showcasing
a school project, sharing photos from a recent
trip, or announcing awards and recognitions, we
want to ensure that our community feels proud of
the achievements that reflect our school ethos of
learning without limits.

You can read all the previous
newsletters on our website.

Facebook will replace ‘X’.

Follow the link below to join this
is exciting platform:
https://www.facebook.com/share
/171.z9SGmXJ/?mibextid=wwXIfr

433 followers

Polegate

’ SCHOOL

Polegate School

Oakleaf Drive

Polegate

East Sussex BN26 6PT

Tel: 01323 482404

Email: info@polegateschool.co.uk

Feedback .

We'd love to hear your feedback and
any new ideas you have. Please send “
us your thoughts via the contact us

> page on the school website:

Proworx : : v

www.polegateschool.co.uk
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