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As this is the final newsletter of this 
academic year I would like to start by 
thanking everyone: staff, pupils, 
parents, volunteers, our committed PFA 
and governors for the ongoing support 
and hard work.  

The success of our school is a real team 
effort and the school is surrounded by a 
fabulous community and I certainly feel 
very lucky to be part of it! 
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• Attendance improving for all groups 
across the school at different rates 
but it is an improving picture.  

• Gaining Sportsmark Platinum for the 
incredible sporting opportunities we 
provide the children. 

• Achieved Talk for Writing Showcase 
status- children’s story telling and 
writing is going from strength to 
strength!  

• Another successful Inclusion Quality 
Mark inspection which sees us 
maintain Flagship School Status.  

• Ongoing visitors to school observing 
bets Polegate practice. The children 
are always mentioned during these 
visits - “what amazing, confident 
children,”  

These are each big achievements in 
their own right but of course what is 
even more important is what 
happens on a daily basis across the 
whole school and the progress that 
children make in all aspects of their 
learning. 

It is your childrens enjoyment and 
engagement each and every day; 
the smiles on their faces that have 
made the year for me, it’s what 
makes my job so special. 

 
 

 
Deborah Jones  
Headteacher 

 

 

This is a really good time to reflect on the year and 
celebrate many of the achievements and there 
have been many (we really don’t stop!):

TIME TO REFLECT 

PEN LICENSE DEBATE 
It almost caused a riot this 
week during a whole school 
assembly! The new debate 
was shared - Should we 
stop issuing a pen license?  
The children were very animated! 
After fierce classroom debates they 
have come forward with some 
amazing suggestions.  

 
Ideas presented - 
I think we should not be given a 
pen license because it is unfair 
for the people who don’t get one.  

Oliver  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I think yes and no because some 
children work very hard for one. 
You should probably get your 
pen license in year 5 

Ben   

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I have an idea that people might 
agree with! I thought that year 1-
5 you could use pencil but when 
you are in year 5 you have a pen 
NO matter what your handwriting 
is like!  

Children will then have an 
opportunity to practice in pen for 
2 years so they are ready for 
secondary school.  

Ellie  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Using their suggestions  
Allowing the children to have 
ownership of the curriculum can be 
very powerful. As of next academic 
year - 

• children below year 5 can still earn a 
pen license.   

• All children in year 5 and year 6 will 
automatically use a school pen 
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Year 4 had a ROAR-some time on our trip to Port Lympne! 

We went on a spectacular safari and spotted so many different African animals 
that we have been learning about. Unfortunately, no one saw a white giraffe! 
The children were fantastic representatives and showed the 3 R's all day long!

A ROAR-SOME TIME 

Miss Grace & 
Miss Timms  

Miss Grace and Miss Timms 
will both be leaving us at the 
end of this academic year. 

Both teachers have been on 
an incredible Polegate School 

journey starting here as 
support staff, completing a 
teaching degree and then 2 

years as Early Career 
Teachers. We wish them both 
the best as they move on in 

their teaching journey  

....................... 
 

Miss French 
Miss French will also be 

leaving us at the end of this 
term. Miss French has worked 
at Polegate School for 2 years 
as a member of support staff 
and a year 1 teacher. Good 
luck Miss French you will be 

amazing!  

....................... 
 

Mrs Kavanagh 
Mrs Kavanagh will be staring 

maternity leave at the 
beginning of term 1, so we will 
see her in September. I hope 

to be able to share baby news 
with you all in term 2!  

....................... 
 

Miss Swift 
Miss Swift will return in 

September as Mrs Taylor! We 
wish her a very happy 

wedding day. 

SAD 
GOODBYES
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As part of our topic 
'Under the Sea', Year 2 
spent a fun filled day 
at the seaside at the 
start of Term 6. 

The children had the opportunity to 
visit the Bluereef Aquarium and see 
lots of wonderful sea life up close. 
They also had a guided tour of the 
RNLI centre, complete with an 
opportunity to dress up in the 

uniform worn by RNLI volunteers too! 
Lunch was enjoyed on the beach 
and fortunately, the seagulls didn't 
pinch any sandwiches (although we 
can assure you they tried their best!)

YEAR 2 TRIP TO HASTINGS

The children 
and adults all 

had a wonderfully 
sunny day 
exploring!



Our mixed team of year 1 and 2 
pupils had an amazing trip out 
to Cavendish School to 
participate in the annual 
handball festival. Both teams 
played incredibly well, wining 
all of their games and finishing 
at the top of the two leagues! 

Such a fantastic result and well 
deserved! 

We are delighted to 
announce that we, Polegate 
School, have achieved the 
prestigious Platinum School 
Games Mark Award for the 
2023/24 academic year. 
Polegate are the first school in the 
South Downs Area to receive this level 
of award, having maintained the gold 
standard since 2016. To qualify for 
PLATINUM we had to conduct a 
detailed case study demonstrating 
how we have undertaken a review of 
the PE curriculum and how student 
voice has shaped our offer resulting in 
equal opportunities to access sports 
across the different key stages. 

The School Games Mark is a 
Government-led award scheme 
launched in 2012, facilitated by the 
Youth Sport Trust to reward schools for 
their commitment to the development 

of opportunity and competition across 
their school and into the community, 
and we are delighted to have been 
recognised for our success.  

Our sporting achievements this year 
include: First in the local area Quickstix 
Hockey Tournament First in both 
categories of the KS1 Handball 
Competition Runners up in KS2 
handball & KS1 football U9 Girls 
football squad qualified for the 
regional round of the BHA Albion Cup. 

We enjoyed some whole-school 
inspirational events like our visit from 
heptathlete Holly Mills, World Women's 
football day, Sussex County cricket day 
and our very active sports week. 

We danced at the Congress. We 
hosted the inaugural Year 2/ 3 
gymnastics competition and we host 
the annual EYFS festival for local 
schools at the end of this term With 

more students than ever taking part in 
events, festivals and clubs this year, 
we are extremely proud of our pupils 
for their dedication to all aspects of 
school sport. This includes the work of 
our brilliant Sports Leaders - many of 
whom will be leaving Polegate for 
secondary school soon.  

We hope that all our pupils will 
continue to participate in sporting 
activities there and build on the 
success they have achieved so far. 

As part of our application, we were 
asked to fulfil criteria in the areas of 
participation, competition, workforce 
and clubs, and we are pleased that 
the hard work of everyone at our 
school has been rewarded this year.  

Thank you to all those who have 
helped to make it happen!

SCHOOL GAMES SUCCESS!
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YEAR 1 & 2 HANDBALL FESTIVAL

POLEGATE TAKES PLATINUM



After a rigorous writing 
audit  are proud to 
announce that we have 
become a Talk for Writing 
Showcase school.  
 

What is Talk for Writing? 

Talk for Writing is an engaging 
teaching framework developed by Pie 
Corbett, supported by Julia Strong. It is 
powerful because it is based on the 
principles of how children learn. It 
enables children to imitate the 
language they need for a particular 
topic orally, before reading and 
analysing it, and then writing their 

own version. 

What is a Showcase School? 

Talk for Writing (TfW) Showcase 
Schools offer open mornings where 
teachers from other schools can see 
TfW in action in the classroom. 

On the open mornings, visitors will be 
able to see teaching and learning in 
the classroom using TfW and look at 
books and outcomes. Visitors will also 
have the opportunity to speak with 
leadership about the implementation 
of TfW and look at the school’s 
overview. 

We cannot wait to welcome lots 
of visitors to share our children’s 

amazing writing.  

This year we entered the 
Junior Engineers Challenge, 
which was held at the Town 
Hall in Eastbourne. 
Four children from Year 2 were 
selected to take part and represent 
the school.  

Their task was to design and make a 
catapult, that would fire a ping pong 
ball, and then to create something 
that would catch it.  

The team were given particular 
resources with which they could use, 
and then basically they were left to 
their own devices. The children 
worked incredibly hard and worked 
so well together as a team, making 
and evaluating along the way 
constantly.  

The models were then judged 
alongside the other 5 schools, based 
on how far the balls were able to be 
fired, and the accuracy with which it  

 

 

worked, alongside the model 
designed to catch the ball.  

I am pleased to say that Polegate 
School came second, and all children 
should feel tremendously proud of 
their achievements on the day.  

 

 

Each of them received a certificate 
and voucher to spend and this was 
awarded to them by the Mayor! 

Well done Roman, Arla, Phoebe 
and Dylan!!  

 

TALK FOR WRITING SHOWCASE
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TM

JUNIOR ENGINEERS CHALLENGE 
8th July 2024 
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Year 5 recently visited Willingdon secondary for a fun science morning!  
We got to create our own indicators to test the different PH levels of different 

mystery substances in one of their science labs!  

PH PUZZLE WILLINGDON 
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LATEST 
ATTENDANCE 

FIGURES

RA =    96.1% 

RB =    93% 

RS =     94.5% 

1F =      95.7% 

1G =     96.4% 

1S =     96.2% 

2C =    96.2% 

2D =    97.1% 

2K =    96.2% 

3D =    97.5% 

3L =     95.8% 

3T =     95.8% 

4H =    94.9% 

4EH =  95.1% 

4S =    96% 

5D =    95.6% 

5M =   95.2% 

5K =    92% 

6M =   95.5%  

6MU = 94.8%  

6W =   96.2% 

YEAR 3 & 4 
HANDBALL FESTIVAL 

On the first sunny day for a 
while, two mixed teams 
from Year 3 & 4 took part in 
the annual Handball 
Festival at Ratton School. 
We were in the competitive section of 
the event, so our opponents were all 
quite experienced at handball and 
gave us quite a challenge! During 
Sports Week last term, all year groups 
took part in a handball festival run by 
Sportitude, so we were eager to see 
how we fared against local schools 
like Cavendish and Ocklynge. 

The picture below is from our final 
match of the day – our two teams 
pitched against each other - that 
ended with a win for the blues. 

Overall, the blues came a very close 
second to Cavendish and the greens 
came third. Both teams played 
brilliantly and improved through the 
afternoon. 

The teamwork, fair play and 
determination shown by all was a 
credit to the school. 

Well done everyone! 
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18th July 
Mufti Day 

19th July 
Transition Day 

19th July 
Meet the new teacher 

3.15 – 4.00pm   

20th July 
Summer Fayre 

23rd July 
Last day of Term 6 

2nd September 
INSET Day 

3rd September 
INSET Day 

4th September 
Start of Term 1 

All Children back 

4th November 
INSET Day 

14th March 2025 
INSET Day 

19th May 2025 
INSET Day

DIARY DATESANCIENT GREECE 

Year 5 have fully 
immersed themselves 
into their Ancient 
Greece topic by taking 
part in their very own 
Olympics where the 
children competed in a 
range of events which 
originated from the first 
games! 

We hailed our heroes who were 
crowned with a wreath of leaves and 
named legends of Ancient Greece. 

We have also explored, tasted and 
evaluated a range of Greek foods 
ready for our fabulous finish Greek 
feast! There were definitely some 
great reactions to the different 
ingredients and some of the children 
even found something new that they 
enjoyed trying! 
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FOOTBALL AWARDS

Here at Polegate School all 
children had an opportunity 
to participate in the 
National Election on the 4th 
July. The children listened to 
our year 6 political team 
share their party manifesto 
and then visited the Polling 
Station (also known as the 
school hall). 

Ellen Heward received 2 football awards -  
'Players player' award a participation 
award as well. Congratulations Ellen! 

GENERAL ELECTION AT POLEGATE SCHOOL 

The children 
took their vote 
very seriously. 
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YEAR 6 FABULOUS ART
The year 6 children are very proud of this terms artwork 

focusing on migration and borders. 

Follow us on Twitter @polegateschool www.polegateschool.co.uk
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STREET DANCE CLASSES

Monday 
2nd 

September 

INSET DAY
4th September 
Start of Term 1 

All Children 
back

FIRST DAY
Tuesday 

3rd 
September 

INSET DAY
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JOIN THE SUMMER CHALLENGE

20th July 
Summer 

Fayre

Diary Date
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SPEED BOUNCE CHALLENGE
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Polegate School 
Oakleaf Drive 
Polegate 
East Sussex BN26 6PT 
Tel: 01323 482404 
Email: info@polegateschool.co.uk

Feedback 
We’d love to hear your feedback and 

any new ideas you have. Please send 
us your thoughts via the contact us 

page on the school website: 

www.polegateschool.co.uk

You can read all the previous 
newsletters on our website.

      Be the first to 
     hear the news. 
Follow us on Twitter. 

We now have 
1,416 followers!

Twit ter
Tuesday 
23rd July 

Last day of 
term 6 

Diary Date Archive

We just wanted to let you know that due to 
the new GDPR regulations we will not be 
sending out data collection sheets any more. 
We do still need to know if there are any 
changes to information relating to your child. 

Changes we need to know about are: 
• Medical details (any new allergies, asthma etc) 

• Change of address, telephone numbers or email address 

Keep us informed 
It will be up to you to keep us informed and you can do this 
by emailing the school office at: 
office@polegate.e-sussex.sch.uk 
with any changes or by completing the form which you can 
find on the download section on our website 
www.polegateschool.uk

CHANGE OF INFORMATION RELATING TO YOUR CHILD

WE WISH YOU ALL A 

FABULOUS SUMMER 
HOLIDAY

See you in September


